| 
is 
— 
4 
7 
‘ 


RADIATING THE LIGHT TRUTH HANSEN’S DISEASE. 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National 


Carville, Louisiana 


The views expressed THE STAR are those the patients the Marine Hospital, Louisiana, and not 
necessarily those the Medical Staff except the case direct quotation. 
Address all communications THE STAR, CARVILLE, LOUISIANA. 


Entered second-class matter October 11, 1944, the post office Carville, 
under the Act March 1870. 


STAFF 


Stanley Stein........Editor 
Alice Desel.......... Associate Editor 
Hornbostel......Staff Writer 


Ann Editor 
Frank Mantell..Business Mgr. 
Richards.....Promotional Director 


J.P. Harris.......Photography Art Paul Jang........Circulation Mgr. 
Roland Roberts........Plant Superintendent 
Nick Farrel ....In Charge Press Dept. 

Pressmen Typists Promotion Dept. Circulation Dept. 
Musique Albert Martin Muriel Brown Dr. Bernardo 
Guy Hodges Tom Holstein Oscar Medina Jane Brown Kitty Solano 
Ethel Jerris Hilda Garza Thomas 
Jose Garza Bergeron Fred Elgin 
Betty Lou Bryan Bill King 


Liaison representative-Mrs. L.L. McCormick, Destrehan, Louisiana. 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


Facts You SHOULD KNow HANSEN’s DISEASE 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable.” the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these states, Han- 
disease rarely communicated contacts that from 
the public health standpoint might considered 
tically non-communicable disease. The Leprosarium 
Carville was founded fifty-two years ago. date not single 
member the medical nursing staff has contracted the 
disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 

Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 

Patients are visit their homes semi-annually 
for short periods. 


FACTS, based actual experience over 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted innoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human voluntecrs attempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
years old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. 
Subscribers, kindly notify change address. STAR cannot forwarded. 
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BAYOU INTERLUDE 
Robert Carlson 


The car came gradual stop when reached the 
gate. The gatekeeper came over with discharge 
record book and said the driver matter- 
of-routine voice, 

took quick look the discharge certificate 
was carrying subconscious quest for reassur- 
ance. sat back the car and breathed deeply. 
feeling whole body. 

said the driver shifted the 
gear into first. matter seconds were 
the gravel road which virtue its accessibil- 
ity the hospital— kept, but not maintained, 
judging the number cars bogged down 
rainy day. passed the first group houses. 
Some them were painted intense white, and 
the others were either battleship gray not 
painted all. young woman sat the porch 
one the unpainted houses, rocking baby 
colored man waved from the cornfield the 
car approached. This friendly gesture was prompt- 
ed, doubt, the fact that either re- 
lative employed the hospital. 

The car slowed down when neared the center 
this little hamlet. wanted take good look 
the Carville general owner which 
also our postmaster, and with whom had 
dealt every week via mail truck. The chickens and 
dogs running from house house caused small 
traffic congestion. But before long were upon 
the open road our way town. 

“It’s beginning said the driver. 

said, with asudden sobriety that 
brought back down earth. And for the first 
time since left the hospital realized that 
clothes were little damp the result the pro- 
longed good-byes front the infirmary under 
threatening leaned back and closed 
eyes vain effort rest. But the realization 
actually being the outside, going home after 
four years compulsory segregation, was such 
wonderful and confused feeling that senses 
were not conditioned react rationally. 
thoughts wandered, and moments they bridged 
the gap years passed familiar landmarks. 
Yes, everything about the same the first time 
saw them. Only this time traveling dif- 
ferent direction. 


are you yelled Johnny, room- 
mate, rolled lazily bed while reaching for 
cigarette. you have date with Dr. 
Smith ten this A.M. Don’t know why you want 


spend money seeing doctors. You don’t look 
any sicker than blind, can spit 
snake’s eye twenty paces. Besides, army 
might call you any day and give you 
thorough going over. Gotta 

bed catch the box matches sailing across the 
room, cold this 


sually cold day for early fall. But this northern me- 
tropolis famous for its crazy climate and sudden 
changes temperature. stuck foot out from 
under the covers but immediately drew back. 
Maybe the copywriters for sheet companies really 
have something the ball after all. There solid 
comfort stretching and rolling between soft, 
smooth white sheets. 

you going see Dr. Goldman, 

The ultraviolet ray treatments gave 
didn’t seem help. matter fact, they made 
the spot appear elevated. That’s why recom- 
mended Dr. Smith. Said he’s the best dermatolo- 
gist 

This bedroom babbling bachelors went 
for while. finally decided get up. Johnny 
had get the shoe store two hours. took 
another look the spot left leg while 
were dressing. Funny, thought, the darned thing 
doesn’t hurt itch. Just general physical insen- 
sibility the area covered the red spot.I re- 
membered being hit that leg baseball while 
playing with the neighborhood kids few months 
ago. Maybe the impact the flying ball injured 
the superficial nerves, producing state anes- 
thesia. 


will have the County Hospital for 
awhile, said Dr. Smith, second visit. 

the was genuinely sur- 
prised. wrong with me, 

not said evasively. 

did the pathologist say the biopsy you 
took last pressed. 

hesitated, ‘‘it's either two things 
—tuberculosis the skin 

LEPROSY! 

That word flashed through mind, squeez- 
ing out all other thoughts. head felt empty 
the living room deserted mansion. Leprosy. 
said that. would have responded ultra- 
violet rays. 
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sorry, son,’’ said Dr. Smith, his strong 
fingers squeezing shoulder. 

all right, doctor. How long will they 

don’t know that either. But the sooner you 
go, the better your chances getting 

my-my job...the shoe will have 
give notice Mr. Johnson, I...what will they 

will see Mr. Johnson and explain him. 
There reason for panic since leprosy cannot 
contracted just like snapped his fin- 
gers for emphasis. 

recall what exactly went mind 
that day, but did not work case hysterics. 
Not knowing the nature affliction was 
worried about the people with whom had come 
daily contact. Would they come down with the 
was really difficult contract 
Dr. Smith had just said? What about Johnny? 
How would react? 

went back apartment and sat thinking 
for long time. Johnny and had been friends 
since our school days, and was he- who got 
the job the shoe store. had been putting 
away part our earnings each month, planning 
into business together some day. Today that 
plan suffered miscarriage. But somehow isn’t 
important anymore. 

was packing when Johnny came work. 

are you skipping town?’’ asked. This 
unexpected, innocent remark gave start. Then 
realized that Johnny still didn’t know. Dr. Smith 
able see Mr. Johnson until tomor- 
row. 

going County Hospital for while, 
said, trying casual. must have 
noticed tensed movements. 

the matter, 

Smith sure,’’ lied. said he’d 
let the experts the hospital look me. Besides 
need 

could not bring myself tell Johnny. would 
have given arm didn’t have know. 
Yet could find good reason justify conceal- 
ing the fact from him. Maybe it’ because was 
fraid how would react. Maybe had given 
him the disease. 

Johnny and Mr. Johnson came see the 
first day was the hospital. They brought with 
them big bag fruit. Mr. Johnson was very nice 
about the whole thing gave few words 
encouragement and left. Johnny stayed. Mr. John- 
son had given him the afternoon off. 

Johnny cleared his throat, ‘‘Dr. Smith 


told Mr. Johnson and me. have been friends 
long time, Bob, not going pull any 
this early stage. said your chances recovery 
are very good. have faith medical science. 
When you regain your health into busi- 
ness together. Don’t you 

Having friends like Johnny like having water 
while traveling through the Sahara. Somehow they 
type man given scientific reasoning and sym- 
pathetic understanding. You have the feeling that 
matter what, you are not alone. That your 
tragedies are longer personal. the strength 
his convictions alone lies the power prevent 
you from withdrawing yourself into shell. You 
want fight. 

few months after was transferred the 
National Leprosarium, Johnny joined the Air 
Corps and was later killed accident. He, who 
gave courage and strength battles, 
himself never had chance! Bon voyage, Johnny! 

After being confined bed few days for 
observation, was given relative freedom roam 
about County was ward with 
other patients. Mydoor was marked witha red 
card bearing the word the door 
patient with tuberculosis other contagious 
diseases. was allowed walk through the hall 
goto the bathroom, and occasionally stop other 
patients’ doors and chat with them. received the 
best care. Before was allowed out bed, 
nurses bathed and back with alco- 
hol every day. 

This different from what one expects. had 
read articles concerning leprosy magazines and 
tabloids whose circulations depend largely sen- 
sationalism. They related how horrible 
look, that their faces and extremities are full 
sores, and that their fingers drop off etc. took 
look own flexing them vigorously. 
They looked all right. 

nurse one morning when she came change 
the bed. 

she said with “Dr. Thomas, 
our superintendent, from Hawaii. has seen 
the other day. said dangerous the 
uninformed think. Having leprosy unfortunate, 
compared with other diseases—only because its 

initiation into the world leprosy was de- 
void mistreatments and sob sister stories. gen- 
erally had good time County. Distinguished 
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physicians and fledgling medicos from other cities 
visited almost every day. Some them frankly 
muffled tones, the resident doctors 
that was the they had ever seen. One 
‘of them put the cor- 
ner room because was dangerous let 
walk outside. The resident, who was acting 
guide, suggested professional undertone 
that mind business. 

stayed County about two months. 
ments were made for transfer the U.S Ma- 
rine. Hospital Carville, place never 
heard of. left County somewhat reluctantly. had 
grown attached the place. had made many 
friends among the patients and nurses Some 
them faithfully corresponded with through the 
years, even today. 


this Carville, deep the heart the Mis- 
sissippi delta! not unlike other hamlets the 
deep South whose entirety few stores and 
group houses here and there, mostly there The 
Marine Hospital about five minutes ride outside 
Carville. Its three hundred odd acres are fenced 
off with stiff wire, and broad sense devi- 
ded into two sections. One side for the hospital 
compound and the residences the personnel, the 
other for cattle which provide the hospital with 
meat and milk. 

The first building (the ambulance driver who 
met train New Orleans and came was 
the infirmary, two story affair, linked with the 
other buildings screened walks. elderly 
nurse, Sister Charity, met the entrance 
and was taken the office officialiy ad- 
mitted. The Record Clerk asked whether wanted 
change name. Noticing surprise she 
hastily explained that because the stigma lep- 
ro3y many patients preferred take this step 
order protect their families from uninformed 
public. chose keep name. She then gave 
slip paper bearing serial number, 
laundry number, she explained. 

was the 1479th patient (including readmissions) 
admitted the hospital thus far. 

The following week was series examinations. 
First Doctors Faget and Johansen, Medical 
Charge, looked over. There was doubt 
the diagnosis, judging from their and 
nods intervals. Treatment was decided. Dr. Jo- 

hansén wrote some Upon presenta- 

tion the dining room would given chaulmoo- 
‘gra oil capsules, said. And Tuesday and 
Friday each week would come the treatment 
room for intramuscular chaulmoogra oil injections. 


was whisked off Wednesday see the visi- 
ting dermatologist from New Orleans. was 
tall, skinny man about 65. His white uniform 
looked about sizes too small. white handker- 
chief was wrapped around his neck for appa- 
rent reason. His spectacles perched precariously 
half way down his bony nose. requested that 
disrobe. Then held length, with 
his palm resting head, peering over 
the top his glasses and mumbled, In- 
handed prescription and in- 
structed present the dining room. 

understand what was. 

Thursday was see the neurologist and or- 
thopedic man, and Friday the eye, ear, nose 
and throat specialist. The whole week consisted 
bone-crushing, questioning and poking instru- 
ments into tender membranes. was worn 
pulp. 

Things slowed down somewhat the second week 
was the infirmary. One evening man past 
middle age came into room with huge cake 
covered with white icing. 

Protestant chaplain here. heard that have 
new patient brought back cake from town. 
Hope see you again hardly recovered 
from the surprise enough thank him before 
had departed visit someone else. took the cake 
out the sun porch and divided among the 
men sitting there. 


There were women that sun porch. The 
entire second floor occupied male patients; 
and the women’s infirmary the first floor. 
There were about six men sitting about two long 
tables placed the center. Two old cronies oc- 
cupied themselves with checkers, and both con- 
testants indulged tapping the table with 
checkers while pondering the next move. Two 
orderlies, who obviously knew the ropes, were 
lounging comfortably old leather davenport. 

distinguished looking sixty sat 
the end one the tables smoking cigarette 
black holder. Only didn’t hold between 
his teeth upward tilt did the late F.D.R. 
just sat there, occasionally puffing the ciga- 
rette, without saying word. 

Only one character whom heard the orderly 
call Frank, was doing all the while munch- 
ing the cake. 

your name’s Robert, ain’t asked, 
licking his fingers. are good condition. 
You'll probably out couple years. Let 
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give you some advice, kid. Don’t drink, 
blowed up, 

Being newcomer, any talk the disease was 
vital interest me. 

you mean ‘blowed asked. 

Frank was irritated such stu- 
pid you blow you jest ain’t 
Then with his forefinger started pick 
his teeth. slight clatter emitted from his mouth. 

choppers. and was gone. 

The quiet man with the black cigarette holder 
let out with hearty guffaw. 

meant was the effect alcohol will 
lower your resistance the disease. Good 

That was short session, thought, not realizing 
that these men, who have been here perhaps for 
years, have adapted themselves the situation 
that their interest the matter has been mellowed 
the knowlege they possess. They just took 
naturally, longer curious. 

The next morning the Sister charge the 
from the infirmary and given room the Colo- 
ny, where the ambulatory patients were quartered 
dormitory-like buildings. The Colony 
designated distinguish from the Station, 
where the hospital personnel live. Part the Col- 
ony was still under construction had tem- 
porary room wooden cottage. There began 
settle down life routine. 

tolerance for chaulmoogra oil was slowly 
waning this time. dreaded passing the medi- 
cine table the dining room, where the 
the oil rivaled the aroma corned beef 
bage, combination that gave feeling con- 
stant nausea. 

One Sunday slept while the faithful went 
church. The thought Louisiana coffee with 
chickory finally got out bed. headed for 
the canteen, which Sears Roebuck minia- 
ture, where you can buy anything from dough- 
nuts bicycles. noisy babble tongues reach- 
ing riotous proportions greeted arrival. 

attacked us!’’ someone yelled. 

place called Pearl Harbor 

have often thought that the reaction the 
country Pearl Harbor was typified Carville 
the Japs certainly would have rough time it. 
The patients plunged right into the war from the 
very beginning. War bonds and 
bought and sold every month without 
Money was raised for various 


tions such the Red Cross, United China Relief, 
etc. such ingenious means asa carnival, operat- 
mostly gambling basis, with all the 
going the behind these 
activities are the energetic women the Colo- 
ny, noteworthily Ann Page, Betty Martin and 
Muriel. Ann. who powerhouse with curves, 
took all these addition being the school- 
marm, librarian, associate editor the then new- 
revived monthly publication THE STAR, and 
housewife. 

best assets are her natural 
Myrna Loy. Irresistible, that is! Betty's 
tactics may little primitive but she gets things 
done. 

The tight grip rationing materials was slowly 
felt Carville other parts the country. 
Victory gardens, just hobby before the war, 
came necessity. adventures gardening will 
forever baffle horticulturists. all 
life, undertook this great project with the en- 
thusiasm child making mud pie and the 
stamina clay pigeon facing direct hit. 
were not scientific. What lacked 
everything else made initiative. sent 
for booklets gardening from the Agricultural 
Department Washington, D.C., bought com- 
mercial fertilizer instead resorting local horse 
manure did the old hands. Others cultivated 
their plots while mine grew Bus 
ative the bought rock salt, the kind you 
put your ice cream freezer, sprinkled the 
unsuspecting weeds, added water, and few 
weeds! And course, here and 
there, there) vegetabies either. But 
those that survived remained strong and healthy 
all through the season. fellow gardeners had, 
more than once, come for vegetables while 
had long since turned humus. 

The second time met Black Cigarette Holder 
was about March, 1942. was visiting the men 
infirmary when called me. 

are you doing anything 

“Surely, but who 

Stein, the editor THE STAR 

The editor! had envisioned man with mid- 
dle age spread chewing the stub cigar, spit- 
ting manuscripts while directing his staff. But 
Hollywood had let down! middle 
started spread yet. When stood 
from his chair greet in- 
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troduced the newcomer. 

you do, Mr. extended 
his hand. shock went through reached 
clasp his hand mine. was totally unprepared 
meet man who edits paper blind. 

seemed sense uneasiness. 

sit down. called his person- 
orderly, have any refreshments the 
house 

few minutes Juan brought out some steam- 
ing hot coffee and cookies. what the doctor 
smiled Mr. Lawford. you make 
them yourself, 

mother sent them from Stanley cut 
in. you like them, Rob...Mr. 

please call said, awkwardly bal- 
ancing the crockery. 

The conversation inevitably led the war. Mr. 
experience successful lawyer prior his be- 
coming patient gave him analytic mind. 
and Stanley discussed length how could win 
the war, completely ignoring Juan and me. had 
hoped these armchair strategists would talk about 
the annihilation the leprosy bug which was 
immediate concern. waited for lag their 
conversation. 

sent out feeler, ‘‘can patient, 
who good mean the first 
stages the disease, become worse coming 
contact with one whose disease the advanced 

practically impossible for well person catch 
from sick one. This was founded for- 
ty-eight and date not single member 
the medical and nursing staff has contracted the 

how did get the first 

“My boy, wish knew. Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the 
public health standpoint might considered 
practically non communicable disease. 

are many theories how one might 
it. The prevailing opinion that leprosy 
contracted only through intimate and prolonged 
contacts. But these are only theories until you 
prove them 

the paper coming along this month, 
asked Mr. Lawford. 

are struggling. The majority the patients 
are still not 

just for the 


no, are ambitious bunch. call 
THE STAR-- RADIATING THE LIGHT 
TRUTH HANSEN’S DISEASE. How’s that 
for slogan? hope someday expand and 
able send all over the 

THE STAR was mimeographed paper stapled 
together like magazine. Its layout was generally 
neat. The art work was amateurish but very brave. 

have good hands, said Mr. Law- 
ford. ‘‘Why dont you help 

“And the way, noticed some patients with 
shortened fingers. Did they really drop off peo- 
ple 

Stanley was emphatic. ‘‘Mr. 
Lawford, this guy’s agent for the lepraphobia- 
mongers. Here are trying spread the 
truth Hansen’s disease and comes forth with 
such 

apologized. ‘‘It was only ques- 

was just clowning,’’ Stanley smiled. The 
shortened fingers are result bone-absorption. 
According some leprologists, might lack 

With information thus accumulated was slowly 
dispelling the fear the disease which harbored 
when first entered this institution. 

April does not bring showers Louisiana. 
brings storms—usually from the Gulf Mexico. 
Now understand why the buildings are propped 
upon posts pillars several feet above the ground. 
After day rain the entire place swimming 
the water. The golf course flooded like the 
Mississippi few hundred yards away. The young 
plants the gardens are just simply drowned and 
washed away. Even the walks connecting the 
buildings the colony are full water they are 
only fit for amphibious days 
like these, you see the gallant knights, carrying 
their beloved maidens hither and yon bicycles 
built for one. Carville’s Sir Walter Raleighs not 
spread their cloaks. Their gallantry best shown 
gently lifting daintily shod maidens the han- 
dle bars bikes. course they are supposed 
keep their hands the handle bars but Dan 
Cupid very strange way making 
dles very slippery 

Since financial status was still the one fig- 
ure bracket left the decimal point, was obliged 
canteen fora cup coffee. shipment beer 
had just arrived. Although alcohol strictly ta- 
boo, beer permitted taken moderately—and you 
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can’t otherwise rationed three bottles 
person each day. 

yelled Terry, who wears crew 
cut all year round. and have bottle 
beer with 

accepted the invitation, and crouched 
stool beside him. 

treatment are you taking?’’ asked 
host. 

thing. But the damnstuff makes sick 
the stomach. heard they are trying out new 
medicine called promin. Let’s apply for to- 
morrow. Willing 


Terry lifted the glass his mouth. 

The next morning asked and obtained permis- 
sion from the doctors, try promin, sulfone. 
But would have through complete phys- 
ical examination again, they told me, they 
could determine the effect the new drug, should 
there any change later on. went through 
the whole process again plus biopsy taken 
the spot leg, the only place body 
where clinical symptoms were evident. 

Promin was given Dr. Pogge. young 
doctor from the Windy City. With the enthusiasm 
and perseverance typical youth, undertook 
the program. 

The invigorating effect promin spread through 
the colony like wild fire. More patients applied. 
this time this group called them- 
selves the Promin Kids, going around telling others 
about promin for pale people.” 

plenty green vegetables and meat, and 
drink plenty water.’’ The doctors advised. 

Meat, then, you could find anywhere, was 
never more than gesture. how could you eat 
plenty something nobody But there 
are rabbits the woods, the other side the 
fence, and get there-well, there are holes the 
fence large enough admit jeep. against the 
rules for patient step beyond his confinements 
but there’s war on. And we'd saving food 
for the Government could provide our own. 

Besides being poor shot have difficulty seeing 
night went along with the old timers just 
for the trip. The hole (one many) picked was 
neatly cut the wire fence. With the cut portion 
pulled back place was very difficult tell that 
had been tampered with. And through this very 
same hole, passed many best people 
L., two whom went out join the 


army shortly after the Pearl Harbor incident and 
passed the army physical! 

The American Legion, through the efforts Le- 
gionnaires New Orleans and Baton Rouge, are 
responsible for many reforms and improvements. 
They went bat for the patients Washington, 
donated money for various causes, bought print- 
ing press for the Star and promoted its circulation. 

From humble beginning, the Star became 
printed paper, its light truth radiating about 
different countries and every State the Union. 

Summer, 1945, and promin has been established 
‘‘the treatment Hansen’s disease. 
Nodules disappeared and ulcers healed. Secondary 
infections cleared almost instantaneously and 
the patients’ general health improved. And most 
important all over fifty percent the patients 
taking promin began running negative skin tests, 


was one them. seems now promin has 


done its work for me, and find myself preparing 
for the journey home. 

The past few years Carville have been 
strange interlude life, enriched experience 
and human relation. look back those days now 
witha feeling nostalgia for the friends made 
there, but consoled the thought that for many 
them they too will travelling down the River 
Road, paradox themselves, full joy- yet not 
without some anxiety for the future. Although 
she may carry possession that discharge pa- 
per that holds for its reason bestowal that the 
course, one cannot exactly feel proud such 
paper for only intensifies that misgiving just how 
will the individual even the face 
such discharge? When will the light truth re- 
garding Hansen’s disease dispel the needless fear and 
misconception some six thousand years? Till 
then, there must still select few, who like my- 


_self, must bear the stigma and injustice and the 


ordeal perhaps years exile. Yes, the years 
Carville were undoubtedly years exile, but 
they were not lost years. No. They gave 
job do, namely, use all the power 
rightly dispel the fear disease once known 
leprosy 


visit here will give the opportunity 
pass along first-hand knowledge about Hansen’s 
disease the hundreds student nurses under 
direction nurses’ training center Utica, New 
York, Miss Dora McEwen recent 
interesting caller. 


Place THE STAR your Public Library 
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EDITOR’S DESK 

When Anne Fromer, Managing Editor MAG- 
AZINE DIGEST, asked for the name discharged 
patient first person story for publication 
the DIGEST, his her personal experiences 
while under treatment Carville, suggested 
Robert Carlson. Bob turned out Inter- 
His script clicked with and thought 
that did with M.D., too, because was promptly 
accepted. MAGAZINE DIGEST for 
their August 1947 number, would 
have heen more accurate only the skeleton 
Bob’s story was left, and the editors gave lurid 
title. While will not reach the one million and 
half circulation that the DIGEST has, are 
happy present original piece this issue. 
Bob, American adoption, has been back 
the work-a-day world for about and half 
and holds good position. Not long ago wrote 
that his associates the office were discussing 
some newspaper publicity Hansen’s disease. 
kept mum until one the fellows turned him 
and said, your Was Bob the 
spot? much! grabbed the opportunity 

tell some what knew. 
Bob definitely not the flag-waving type, but 
this what has say about his adopted coun- 
ry, love America with all her faults and discri- 
minations, etc. owe what and what will 
become her. She taught mein her schools, shaped 
character and guided thinking. cannot put 
few words what America means me. 
suppose way life, where one brought 
with the belief equality and free fight 

that belief 


What you your is, the NEW 
YORKER? That the only publication sophis- 
ticated enough disregard the rush and come.out 
August Star arrived just one day after the 
radio that announced, and here 
September and the September Star has not 
arrived same very good little maga- 
zine considering its 

are not THE NEW YORKER, but that 
are and the October STAR, run- 
ning true form late. However, have had 


complete staff shake-up, note the imposing list 
members the inside cover. With Ann 
the. managerial helm, 
some changes made, and depend upon it, 


the better, including the publication date. 


MEDICAL BRIEFS 


Dr. Bernardo 


Preliminary Report New Sulphone Drug 
Dr. Wharton, Mahaica 
Leprosarium, British Guiana. 

thé current issue the INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL LEPROSY, Dr.Wharton gave his 
report six patients, classified early leproma- 
tous cases who had chaulmoogra oil treatment be- 
fore, but showed improvement. Sulphetrone, 
product Wellcome Research Institute, London, 
England, cousin promin and diasone. Sul- 
phetrone tablet form given mouth 0.5 
dose every four hours, total dose grams 
day. Among the toxic results were nausea, fall 
red cells which was treated with ferrous sulphate. 
offset its effect the red cells, the daily dose 
should decreased. The most notable result 
this new drug the high blood level compared 
with promin diasone and promizole. looks 
though this new drug retained the tissues 
longer and less thrown out through the kidneys. 
this true then there more chance for the 
drug act the bacteria. Bacteriological smears 
from nose and skin showed marked improvement 
from month month and one patient with posi- 
tive nose and skin smears became bacteriologically 
negative the fifth month. All patients taking sul- 
phetrone put weight and the nodules flattened 
out. Dr. Whartori states, was well 
tolerated, less toxic than other sulfones have 
used, and have been greatly impressed its ac- 
treated was small and the length time was only 
six months, will have wait for further results 
really evaluate its effectiveness the treatment 
leprosy. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sulphetrone still the experi- 
mental stage. understand that the results obtain- 
have been promising enough warrant further in- 
vestigation both early and advanced cases. later 
results measure Dr. Wharton’s preliminary re- 
port, more than likely sulphetrone will tried 
our hospital. Dr. Muir, the noted British lep- 
rologist, showing special interest sulphetrone, 
have heard that Dr. Robert Cochrane, another 
leprologist note, using this drug India 

The September 20, 1947, issue the JOURNAL 
THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIA- 
has the following article: 


SOCIAL ASPECTS TUBERCULOID LEPROSY 


Dr. Nelson Souza Campos, chief the leprosy 
department Sao Paulo, collaboration with 
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GHOST THE MONTH 


the past few weeks newspapers all over the 
country, from rural weeklies metropolitan dailies, 
have carried the Associated Press and Internation- 
News Service reports Miss Margaret Haven, 
53-year old retired Chicago telephone operator, 
who has gone Kalaupapa, the Island Molo- 
kai, Hawaii, devote her remaining years 
the lepers’’ career from which 
there returning’’. Sample headlines: ‘‘An- 
swers Leper Call’’, etc. etc. 

With due respect and admiration for Miss 
Haven and her unselfish motives, nominate 
the Ghost the Month the emotional fanfare 
newspaper accounts Miss Haven’s be- 
cause here have exactly the type publicity 
which sets leprosy thing apart from purely 
medical problem, thus keeping alive all the old 
superstition connected with the disease and in- 
creasing rather than dispelling ignorance. 

Miss Haven was quoted saying that she not 
counts, she need not There are thousands 
missionaries and lay workers leprosaria through- 
out the world and the incidence infection 
negligible. she were going work 
losis hospital there would much greater chances 
for infection, but that would not make news. 

for the business, that lot 
bunk. The implication is, course, that be- 
cause she working leprosarium, she can 
never leave it. She can leave whenever she wants 
to. Father Peter, the 75-year old Catholic priest 
who has served chaplain Kalaupapa for 
years, now vacationing his native France. 
True, Kalaupapa located hard-to-reach 
spot—cliffs one side, water the other—but 
modern transportation has conquered this, too. 
The personnel, and even the patients, fly from 
Kalaupapa Honolulu and back again. 

are certain that Miss Haven will fill useful 
place Kalaupapa and undoubtedly will 
great deal good work, but the publicity inspired 
her has been help our educa- 
tional campaign. that, the way Miss 
story was handled was mild compared similar 
ones the past. Our files are full them. 
are ever achieve that much desired enlighten- 
public viewpoint, the press must cooperate. Dr. 
William Brady, nationally known for his syndi- 
cated health column does not pull his punches. 
has old melodramatic idea the hero 
heroine renouncing home and friends 


away and live and labor among the lepers—the 
farther away the more romantic—is obsolete now. 
But even so, the laity many communities the 
United States are still steeped ignorance and su- 
perstition. Actual experience physicians and 
nurses and other attendants leprosy hospitals has. 
proved the satisfaction any reasonable person 
that the disease but feebly all communicable 
through ordinary human contacts. true 
leprosy tuberculosis that the place where 
properly conducted hospital for the 


MEDICAL BRIEFS 


Continued from page 


Drs. A.Rotenberg and L.M. Bechelli, pointed out 
some social aspects leprosy patients paper 
read before the Sociedade Paulista Leprologia. 
They called attention the favorable prognosis 
cases tuberculoid leprosy which show positive 
lepromin reaction. The stigmatizing word lepro- 
used for those patients with the worst possi- 
ble effect their morale. While the past all pa- 
tients with leprosy had segregated, now with 
better knowledge the epidemiology the di- 
sease, the tuberculoid patients are allowed re- 
main free from isolation, and still later even from 
severe control treatment. further step would 
prevent the morale shock and social ruin 
from the diagnosis completely 
different name should found substitute. 
the meantime the leprosy department Sao Paulo 
has been following lately the policy recording 
such persons only and keeping them 
under minimum control. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Brazil, long the most progressive 
country the world bar none handling .the social 
aspects the problem Hansen’s disease, takes 
the lead. the United States the blanket technic 
isolation still official'y applies any cases 
the type the disease. Both Dr. F.A. 
Johansen and Dr. G.W. McCoy, leading U.S. Leprolog- 


ists, have recommended that each case should con- 


sidered separate problem. 


The treatments are giving not represent specific,but 
very few years. have unprecedented research facilities 
now, and large drug firms also are co-operating. Isolation, 
most instances, directed satisfy public opinion. 


only medically necessary extreme cases. Dr. 


sen. (From interview given LOUIS 
DISPATCH September while Dr. Johansen was attend- 
ing the meeting the American Hospital Association.) 
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NURSE WILL ASSIST PILOT PROGRAM 

The important coordinating the 
Federal and State drive for detecting early cases 
disease Louisiana has been given 
the U.S. Public Health Service Miss Genevieve 
Piette, R.N., Newport, Vermont. prepa- 
ration for her work with the Louisiana Board 
Health, Miss Piette has been duty this hos- 
pital for the past two months, observing and study- 
ing Hansen’s disease, its medical and social aspects. 

Miss Piette received her nurse’s training Mon- 
treal, Canada, and her Bachelor Science degree 
from Columbia University. She has been with the 
since her graduation. She was overseas for 
three years with doing health work among 
the refugees Egypt, Italy, Greece, and Palestine. 

Miss Piette charming, speaks French, and 
seems have the understanding and tact needed 
for the difficult job she will shortly undertake. 
She and other visiting nurses will visit families 
their homes, telling the story disease 
and the encouraging results the new treatments. 

Miss Piette’s assignment the Louisiana Board 
Health connection with the Public Health 


Service’s called program’’, announced 


early this year line with the recommendations 
the Surgeon General’s Advisory Committee 
Leprosy the United States. This Committee 
met Washington last December and keyed their 


recommendations early diagnosis and prompt 
The 


treatment with the sulfone 
planned this program’’ Louisiana where 
they hope perfect pattern used the 
other endemic states later. 

The program, originally consisted 
two parts. The first part, 
survey the State Dr. Mason Hargett, died 
bornin’. After several months duty here prep- 
aration for his work, Dr. Hargett was transferred 
another hospital.. The second part the pro- 
gram. the establishment center the Marine 


Hospital New Orleans for the diagnosis and 


treatment early cases ‘under Dr. G.H. Faget has 
been ‘delayed due the untimely death Dr. 
Faget. With Miss Piette’s assistance the delayed 
program should finally get under way. 


hope that the research program will open 


new chapter conquering not only the di- 


sease itself. but also many the erroneous impres- 
sions about leprosy. expect miracles 
over night. Actually, the research may easily take 
ten Dr. W.L. Treuting QUAR- 
‘TERLY BULLETIN, La. State Board Health. 


For the first time our hospital, which has long 
had medical library, now has medical librarian. 
Mrs. Ellyn Broomell Beaty, formerly 
pictured above, assumed her duties September. 

The library located the Administration 
Building the station. New books and periodi- 
cals will added the present collection and the 
Cunningham system cataloging will used. 

The addition medical librarian our hos- 
pital personnel marks another forward step and 
the library should now provide real service 
medical men who visit this hospital from all parts 
the world seeking information Hansen’s disease. 

Mrs. Beaty, who has been living Baton Rouge, 
graduate the New York State Librarian 


Following her graduation she worked 


the University Chicago Library and then the 
Armour Institute Technology Library. 1921 
she went the Philippines where she served li- 
brarian Fort McKinley. She has also been with 
the Army and Navy Service Library and more re- 
cently she was associated with the library Lou- 
isiana State University. 


recognition her work organizing the Car- 
ville Project the girls Edgewater-Sunnyside Ex- 
change, Illinois Bell Telephone Co., Edith Holmes 
was saluted Woman-of-the-Week the Kate 
Smith radio program Sept. and awarded 
Buloya watch. Congratulations Edith who well 
deserves this honor. 


Edith Holmes’ many friends among the patients 
here, who met her when she visited early this 
year, will glad learn that she rapidly re- 
covering from her serious illness. One 
her friends writes, flowers, letters and 
cards from Carville were indeed get-well-in-a- 
hurry 
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AMERICAN LEGION 

the National Convention the Forty and 
Eight recently held New York City, Carville’s 
friend, Guy Clarksdale, Miss. was elected 
Chef Chemin Fer. Land one the out- 
standing Legionnaires the South and his eleva- 
tion the highest office the Forty and Eight 
justly deserved. 

the Forty and Eighter, national magazine 
the organization, while reading the Report the 
Voiture Activities Committee noted: 

recommended that subcommittee the 
Voiture Activites Committee appointed and 
that letter sent every Voiture, Grande and 
Locale, requesting donation least ten dollars 
help defray the cost replacing the printing 
press Carville, Louisiana, and provide other 
things which need outside financial 

“It further that Bert Spann 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, made the chairman 
this 

Also serving this committee Ardery, 
Correspondant Nationale and George 
Starling Savannah, Georgia. With Guy Land 
engineering the Carville equipment drive the train 


should arrive its destination time 


even ahead schedule. We, THE STAR Staff, are 
keeping our fingers crossed that the present press 
will hold together until the new one arrives 
that train Carville bound. 

also noted that Jim Casserly New Orleans 
represented Louisiana the Promenade Che- 
minot Nationale. All the interest Carville 
manifested New York must have brought me- 
mories Jim, they did us, the years be- 
fore had Legion Post Carville when vis- 
ited here frequently and trip some years ago 
with Charlie when was first decided re- 
quest the National adopt THE STAR. 


National Chairman National Defense 
the American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Willis 
Reed Vinita, Oklahoma, 
speaking. Mrs. Reed, who has visited this hospital, 


never misses the opportunity enlighten 


audience about disease. She currently 
preparing bring the subject joint meet- 
ing the posts and units Miami and Vinita. 


The first letter and the first gift received the 
newly formed local Auxiliary Unit came from the 
Ohio, Unit Post 343. The Ohio Unit 
sent much appreciated check for $100 help the 


Carville Unit meet its many needs getting 


Pictured above the group visitors, person- 
nel and patients present the flag raising ceremony 
September front the colored patients’ 
houses. Medina, Adjutant our Marine Hos- 
pital Post called the group order and turned 


the ceremony over Dr. Paul Erickson, 


Officer. The flag was gift the Recruiting Center, 
U.S. Army, Baton Rouge, and presented 
Captain Shutten two the colored boys who 
raised while the entire gathering sang the Nati- 
onal Anthem. Rev..Clifton Rash, resident Protest- 
ant Chaplain gave the invocation and benediction. 

The Navy Mothers’ Club Baton Rouge made 
the request the Army for the Among these 
visitors present were Mrs. Able Sr., Mr. 
and Mrs. Abel Leonard, Mrs. W.K. McMillan, 
Mrs. Blanche Mrs. (Capt.) Moore 


the Salvation Army, and Mrs. L.P. Landry, 


all Baton Rouge. 

NOTE: There are colored patients this hospital, 
women, young boys. One the men patients 
orld War veteran and veterans World War 


His talks designed ‘‘dispel the mystery sur- 
Rev. C.E. Rash, Protestant Chap- 
lain this hospital, has been speaking tour 
September and October which took him into nine 
mid-western states. His tour was sponsored the 
American Mission and culminated New York 
where attended the annual meetingof the Mis- 
sion. Mrs. Rash, who has been visiting relatives 


joined Rev. Rash New York for the 


meeting. 

the term ‘‘Hansen’s his talks, Mr. 
Rash said that used both. explained that 


asked for the sympathy the public 


when used the 
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CARVILLE CALLERS 


Dr. Johansen (left) Mrs Perry Burgess (center) 
Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio, co-worker and wife 
the author WHO WALK ALONE, and 
charming person her own right, and Dr. Hul- 
dah Bancroft (right), assistant editor the IN- 
TERNATIONAL JOURNAL LEPROSY, all 
Mrs. Burgess and Dr. Bancroft were here for the 
first weekend September. 


Mrs. Burgess’ visit was prompted her special 
interest clinical photography. ‘‘Is this new in- 
terest for you?’’ Mrs Burgess was asked. in- 
terest clinical photography began about year 
ago the Second Pan-American Conference 
Leprosy held Rio Janeiro, which attended 
with Mr. she explained. objective 
standardize clinical photography. hope 
get this idea over all the people the field who 
have recorded photos and try and form standard 

the interest her new work, Mrs. Burgess 
has called many scientists, has visited number 


‘of schools and the headquarters the American 
Association. They have all offered en- 


couragement and cooperation. hoping get 
Surgeon General Parran interested she said. 


Mrs. Burgess spoke the outstanding work 
Sister Hilary Ross who does the clinical photogra- 
phy this hospital and whose pictures have won 
national recognition several medical conven- 
tions. Sister Hilary was enthusiastic about Mrs. 
Burgess’ idea. 

and Mrs. Burgess are leaving October for 
the Philippines. There Mr. Burgess, President 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, plans establish 
institution which will devoted research 
the relative merits the different drugs 


used treatment Hansen’s disease various 


parts the world. The Memorial already has 
heavy investment the Philippines and will 
necessary obtain contract from the Philippine 
Government make further investments the 
Memorial secure. 

Dr. Huldah Bancroft, until very recently 
Western Reserve University, School Medicine, 
Cleveland, Ohio, now Assistant Professor Bio- 
Statistics the new School Tropical Medicine 
and Public Health, New Orleans. This was Dr. Ban- 
first visit our hospital but now that she 
located New Orleans. certainly will not 
she said, very much interested 
the whole field and particularly THE 
educational 

The INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL LEP- 
ROSY, published with the aid the Leonard 
Wood Memorial. during the war was edited Dr. 
J.A. Doull Reserve, with Dr. Bancroft 
assistant editor. Now, before the war, Dr. 
Wade will edit the JOURNAL from the Phil- 
ippines and Dr. Bancroft will the compiling. 
The JOURNAL will henceforth printed New 
Orleans. 


THE STAR guest book recorded many visitors 
September here for several hours tour the 
hospital. Among the Medical Missionaries spend- 
ing two weeks here recently before leaving for for- 
eign assignments were Miss Minda Graff, 
Berkeley, California, who going Kenya Col- 
ony, Africa, and Dr. and Mrs. Paul Crane and 
Miss Margaret Pritchard, R.N., route Korea 
under the auspices the Southern Presbyterian 
Mission. Dr. Crane Johns Hopkins man and 
was resident surgery Union Memorial Hos- 


pital, Baltimore, Md. Miss Pritchard veteran 


nurse who returning Korea where she and Dr. 


will form the nucleus the medical per- 


sonnel for hospital treating patients with Han- 
disease. 
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During the past year have often read heard 
the statement THE NAME WORSE THAN 


THE DISEASE. Truer words were never spoken. 
Before coming Carville had never heard 


Hansen’s disease but had heard leprosy and all 
the horrible stories which usually with it. 
Therefore when was told had the disease, even 
though was good physical condition, became 
sick—sick heart. time began reading arti- 
cles and hearing reports how the Public 
Health Service was going start vigorous edu- 
cational program enlighten the world, least 
the people the the true facts Han- 
disease. This all sounded very wonderful and 
raised the morale every patient has been 
quite sometime since first heard these good 
intentions. 

True, more and more people are learning the 
facts each month and showing interest 
plight requesting further information. Where 
are they getting most the facts and information? 
the has been mainly through 
the efforts the patients themselves that the world 
beginning hear the truth and not through 
any effort the part the U.S.P.H.S. won- 
dering what has happened all those good inten- 
tions and just how long takes get such pro- 
gram under way. Surely one has not started, for 
would seem would start home, more spe- 
cific, our U.S. Marine Hospital and other gov- 
ernment institutions. 

Very recently was privilege patient 
for short time the U.S. Marine Hospital 
New Orleans. While there found there was cer- 
tainly need for some form directed program 
education about disease. Some the 
internes and nurses talked with had heard little 
about leprosy but did not know what 
disease was. Most those came contact with 
were not very afraid the disease and few even 
knew what Hansen’s disease was because they had 
been fortunate enough see copy THESTAR. 

experience around hospitals, have ob- 
served that usually just any visitor and most all, 
other patients, never learn the nature one’s ill- 
ness and certainly not orderlies and janitors. 
This not true the New Orleans Marine Hos- 
pital. will venture say that within one hour 
after roommate’s and arrival every person 
the 4th floor knew that were from Carvillé. 
The other patients gave wide berth. This was 
due. large extent, the loud and loose hand- 
ling the word leprosy. This can very embar- 


rassing those sent from this Marine Hos- 
pital the New Orleans Marine Hospital for nec- 
essary surgery, etc. 

Not only was the word spoken freely and loud 
but written into everything pertaining us. This 
seems uncalled for one who has read and heard 
bout the difference between leprosy and 
disease and the need for changing the name our 
illness. The greatest insult —yes, said insult— was 
when looked bed chart. There seen 
any and all who might look was written, 
sification Beneficiary Class Le- 

More than ever wondering when 


_talked about educational program get under- 


way, least our own hospitals. scheduled 
again the Marine Hospital New Orleans 
and wish this trip could more pleasant with 
less embarrassment caused the use that 
hated word additon might even hope 
that could permitted some exercise and fresh 
air the yard. Even though was ambulatory the 
entire time, this was privilege denied during 
previous stay there. 


Leonard Musique 


Note: knows full well the patients’ 
objection the odious word yet they continue 
its use, away from this hospital, other Marine Hos- 
pitals, and often their correspondence. Severa! 
our readers who have written the P.H.S. have sent 
the replies they received, calling our attention the 
odious word. The present practice the would 
not win medal for the phrase 
lic Service Leper’’, whch for years adorned 
discharge papers from this hospital, now omitted, 
but the wordis donpatients’ chartsin another Public 
Health S:rvice hospital, way even more humiliat- 
Jack coordination? 

Why the start their much-talked-of ed- 
ucational program disease their own Ma- 
rine Hospitals, particulariy the one located New 
Orleans since the setting for their 
(See page 9)? fact, treatment aisease 
tract early cases, Marine Hospitals already established 
would the logical places treat the disease and they 
would also furnish places for discharged patients 
when they medical care checkups. Dr. Wilton 
Halverson, Director Public Health, San Francisco, re- 
cently said, ‘‘In the interest governmental efficiency 
believe that the present U.S. Marine Hospitals could 
well adapted for treatmentof disease, rather 
than building structures. Such plan would 
much promote acceptance the attitude regarding 
leprosy patients which has been encouraged certain 
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GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDMENTS 


Here pictured are less than half the peo- 
ple who attended last August 
the main hall Savannah Pest 135. American Le- 
gion. All proceeds ($200) were sent THE STAR 
further our work. 

Georgia has set goal for this year sub- 
scriptions THE STAR plus cash its 
equivalent. The cash will raised Bingo games 
conducted Legion Halls throughout the state. 
complete Bingo set was purchased the Grand 
Cheminots for these games. stimulate the comp- 
etitive element, one Carville’s top friends, Paul 
Owen, grand commis voyageur 
Atlanta pledged cup award presented the 
Georgia Voiture accomplishing the most for Carville 
during the year. 

this writing Atlanta has ‘‘Game party’ 
scheduled for late and Savannah plans 
another November. Under the able leadership 
Carville Chairman George Starling the goals 
Georgia. while big, will doubt achieved and 
THE STAR staff has visions press the fu- 
ture which all welded together. 


Grand Correspondant, Thomas Williams 
Palmetto Grande Voiture South Carolina re- 
cently wrote: indeed happy have the priv- 
ilege attaching check the amount $50 
from the Palmetto Grande Voiture assist the 
purchase new equipment for THE STAR. This 
the result resolution adopted our Grande 
Promenade and hope that the be- 


ginning some real support for you folks your 


Subscriber 


The Star Johnny Harris. snapped 
this picture th2 editorial office Tuesday, 
Sept, when Frank Nesom, Chef Gare passe. 
Norman Dupuy, Chef Gare passe and Johnny 
Ferrara Chef Gare, all Voiture 340. Baton 
Rouge came here set THE new 
bookkeeping system. This service was gratis 
their part and worth more than words 
can express. 


During the day learned was birthday 
and few days later, Sept his wedding an- 
niversary returned with Francis Holiday the 
Franklin press. Francis can counted iron 
out our press room difficulties the same way 
Frank irons out our shopping troubles. the 
September STAR the Franklin press printed the 
picture section, since our press refused and 
when received note from Francis 
that E.V. Lanridge and B.J. done their 
part the print job spare time and volun- 
tary basis knew had two more good friends. 


What pleasant surprise was the letter from 
Margaret Goodman, Corresponding Secretary 
the Zachary Taylor Unit American Legion 
Auxiliary St.Matthews, Ky. She wrote, ap- 
preciation the dedication the August edition 
THE STAR the American Legion and 
merican Legion Auxiliary our Zachary Taylor Unit 
180 would like donate the enclosed check for 
$10 that might have small part your ac- 
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KEY PITT SPORTS 
Highlights the Softball Season 


The opening the football season all over the 
nation and the first touch the autumn chill have 
brought close the local softball season. Our 
local diamond playing under title 
American Legion Post 188 have finished what 
probably their most unimpressive season date. 
According the statistics turned Sports 
Commissioner Leblanc, the team won games. 
lost games, had two games called because 
darkness and played one marathon tie. 

Early this year argreement was made with 

Baton Rouge C.Y.O. League for two inter- 
league clashes week. Although this did not work 
out with regular schedule had been originally 
hoped, perhaps, was for our own good, because 
the C.Y.O. teams won encounters. 

During the season had series real grudge 
battles with the boys from down the road, The 
River Gang. These contests were always spiked 
with lively arguments, umpire baiting and good 
natured name calling. The River Gang proved 
accurate title for the visitors because they 
showed up, rain shine and even when the 
field was covered with couple inches 
mud. Mud mud, rain rain the team 

all, the year’s results were pretty disastrous 
from the point victories won and only with 
reluctance that print these statistics. 


Post 188 vs. 
Post 188 vs. River Gang 
Post 188 vs. La. Creamery 


Post 188 vs. White Castle 


Undoubtedly the most hotly contested game 
the from the standpoint attendance 
and spirited play was our little game be- 
tween the Prominers and Diasoners. Umpiring 
first base for this encounter was the sphinx-like fig- 
ure with big league technique who usually holds 
forth the laboratory under the name Dr. Fite. 
Behind the plate was our cherubic faced dentist, 
Dr.Prejean, who found his ability accurately call 
balls and strikes frequently and hotiy questioned. 
Running the game from second and third base re- 
spectively were Drs. Wolcott and Erickson. With 
this assemblage judges and the burnirg question 
whether Promin Diasone the best ball 


continued page 


STAFF CHAT 


Johnny Harris happy man these days. the 
way with any young man with eye broadening 
his trade he’s had his heart set Crown Graphic 
camera for long time and now the proud 
possessor one. His horizon now 
thing’’. ‘‘Even the click the as- 
sures you with sensitive aud slightly prejudiced 

Johnny, like his camera. also cne those rare 
individuals who can His back- 
ground engineering. and his talent for 
water colors and oils have combined give him 
fine sense composition for his photography. 
belongs that fellowship tinkerers who 
pride themselves making something out 
nothing and many his gadgets are installed 
his dark room make more convenient. Tak- 
ing pictures was justa hobby 1937, but his 
interest developed keenly that his hobby became 
his vocation when opened his studio 1942. 

favorite rendezvous the local yokels and 
for all visitors. one the busiest 
spotsin our community. Johnny conducts his shop 
with puckish humour and friendliness polite 
obervation, slight query, genuine interest 
often enough launch John enthusiastically into 
detailed explanation the comparative values 
his photographic equipment. 

John not only staff photographer 
but his clever cartoons often serve brighten 
its pages. often shows sharp contrast his 
character found some his photographs. 


continued page 
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SPORTS 


players, was impossible have anything but the 
best game the season. Diasone patient add 
very quietly that the Prominers won 9-6. 

had one girls’ softball game when the Her- 
nandez Ice Girls Baton Rouge played the St. 
Anthony’s Girls and went down defeat 4-2. 
Five exhibition baseball games served fill the 
gaps the season and add the variety that 
comes from game hard ball. 

There are several immediate results the sea- 
son. Nick Farrel, the galloping center fielder 
Post 188, rests his laurels leading his team 
with home runs for the year will 
play for less than $20,000 next year. More im- 
mediate than this salary squabble will the big 
stag blow-out for the team members. the midst 
the food and drink imagine that most the 
salary squabbles will ironed out. 


Johnny Harris 
continued from page 


him you feel times that there untamed 
spirit bubbling over with energy and enthusiasm 
and the next moment presents the perfect pic- 
ture imperturbable, conservative Texan with 
the air nothing doand hundred years 
in. isadreamer reverently Chopin 
and Beethoven —and pushover for Strauss 
waltzes— but also the methodical carpenter 
who works patiently turn out some the most 
pract cal and attractive cabinet work our village. 

Typical his combining such contrasting char- 
acteristics keep harmonious balance his way 
going over the window, gazing into the 
sky and saying beautiful clouds! Well, 
get the cameras and close for the day’’. Yet 
there certainly method his madness for John 
holds very strict schedule keep his work 
date even has work half the night 
make for the communion with 
nature. 


GIFTS 


Gifts quality and distinction for every occasion. 
Glamorous lingerie, dresses, neckties, shirts, sweat- 
ers, cosmetics, toilet sets, costume jewelry, etc. 
You save money when you buy from us. 
QUALITY SHOP 
U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


**Patronize our advertisers** 


NEW PIANO CHRISTENED 


seems like takes only three ingredients 
the cocktail that personifies for 
us—the friendliness Mrs. John Tims, Jr., the 
singing Kelly Rand, and the piano playing 
Lawrence Oden, all New Orleans. Their evening 
here September was especially planned for 
the the new Steinway concert 
grand piano presented this hospital the U..S 
Public Health Service. was appropriate that this 
trio were here for the occasion. For was through 
Mrs. Tims’ personal effortsin Washington that 
are now the proud possessors this piano and be- 
cause well-earned reward for the previous for- 
titude Lawrence Oden trying wring music 
out our old wreck. Kelly Rand, Radio Station 
has been for reappearance ev- 
since his first visit here 

Perry Land the hospital personnel made the 
dedication address and from there the songs 
Mr. Rand playing Mr. Oden entertained 
almost capacity-filled theater. 

Now that have this fine Mrs. Tims 
hopes, and we, that arrangements can 
made for the appearance many more artists who 
will credit our Steinway. 


Friday, Sept. 19, was day great excitement, 
high winds and stormy rain. Everyone living the 
private cottages was ordered evacuate and seek 
refuge the concrete quarters. Everything mova- 
ble was battened down preparation for the full 
fury the hurricane scheduled for our doorsteps. 
With blood pressures all time high and 
nerves taut fiddle strings anxiously listened 
those radio stations left the air. the midst 
this tension one old timer, optimistic soul, 
remarked, could hit us. You know the first lep- 
rosarium Louisiana was established 1766 and 
few years later completely destroyed hurri- 
This guy was popular enraged 
polecat until the radio finally announced that all 
danger was passed. all survived the strain and 
serious damage was done but our annual pecan 
harvest has gone with the wind. 


The baby Star, mimeographed weekly intra- 
mural sheet, off fine beginning and who 
edit the big STAR wonder why some 
writers have been hiding their talents under 
bushel. There much interest the small paper 
which gives the patients outlet for steam and 
gripes not suitable for publication the wider 


distributed STAR. 
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NIGHT OLD MEXICO 


Grand finale 


was gala evening, the night September 
when our Mexican patients celebrated their Inde- 
pendence Day our theater presenting pro- 
gram song and dance featuring SON TROPI- 
CAL, our local 8-piece orchestra, and members 
the B-NATURAL CLUB. The program opened 
with the playing the Mexican National Anthem, 
followed the full chorus singing the Mexican 
National Hymn. The boys SON TROPICAL 
played not only for their own number but also ac- 
companied some the other choruses and soloists. 

was delightful see our friends. transformed 
into dashing senors and senoritas their gay and 
colorful costumes, presenting the songs and dances 
old Mejico. The girls’ costumes were particularly 
and green skirts, some with elaborately 
sequinned designs, topped off with dainty white 
blouses. 

The settings, prepared the patients themselves, 
were most effective. one time the stage appeared 
Spanish courtyard with lovely senorita 
looking down from her balcony upon group 
troubadours serenading her. the conclusion 
there was beautiful tableau the Virgin 
Guadalupe. 

Mike Guerra interpreted the spirit the pro- 
gram his role narrator. Sister Laura 
congratulated fine job coordinating the 
talents these two groups. 


According Jane Brown who manages the lo- 
cal dress shop, and should the know, 
foremost topic feminine conversation the 
skirt From where sit say the Carvil- 
femmes will, the past, bit slow 


the change but eventually all out for the 


skirt length. 


CARVILLE CHAPEL GUILD WILL MEET 


Interior Catholic Chapel 


Within this chapel beautiful liturgical altar 
Italian marble with monograms inlaid gold, the work 
Deprato Studios. Back the altar inlaid re- 
redos adorned with hand-carved medallions, one 
side representing the Coat Arms the Archbishop 
New Orleans and the other side the Coat Armsof 
the Catholic Church Extension Society. the center 
this reredos, just above the altar, life-size, hand- 
carved wooden crucifix, which wasimport:d from Italy. 
The chapel also contains fine dedicated 
Bishop McGuinness, who was instrumental obtain- 
ing the larger part the funds for building the chapel. 
Father Abbot Paul, Catholic Chaplain this hospital, 
has been here for years. 

The semi-annual meeting thé Carville Catho- 
lic Chapel Guild will held Monday, Novem- 
ber Thomas Hall, Loyola University, New 
Orleans, P.M., according Mrs. George 
Davis, president the guild. The purpose this 
guild provide everything necessary for the 
maintenance the chapel and for conducting the 
services. The erection the present chapel was 
made possible through the generosity the Catho- 
lic Church Extension Society and the gifts indi- 
vidual Catholics throughout the country. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


box. Magnificent assortment artistic 
design, beauty and color. $1.00. per box 
DeLuxe box stationery floral designs 

sheets and envelopes for $1.00 
Both cards and stationery make excellent Christ- 
mas gifts. Send order today for several. Mailed di- 
rectly from printers. Enclose money order, check 
cash with your order to: 


Jolly Social Club for Blind 


U.S. Marine 
Carville, La. 


Net proceeds from sale cards and stationery will used 
for our welfare fund and Christmas party. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
doubt existed whether the individual acquired 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 


contracting the disease. 
the infection the This especially true when 


infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
known have existed the family. During its years appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
have been employed the Carville Leprosarium plumbers, impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- two germs. 
cians etc., with but one possible exception native this 


endemic section) not single member the personnel has not included the list quarantinable dis- 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- New York State and patients that State are subject 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the restrictions down, 

most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 

and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied infection with bacillus. 


The most characteristic infection with bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significanée this condition among ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 


being 


When this simple, and belieye, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. and other authoritative sources. 
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FOR YOUR BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, 
WHERE 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts Baton Rouge 


Christmas Savings, Loans, Shop 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, DALTON 
Bank Money Orders, Phone 2-4421 

Travelers’ Cheques THE CANTEEN 


Where 
Your patronage greatly appreciated 
Owned and operated the 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 


let know any way can serve 


FEDERATION 
LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK LOUIS CARVILLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 


Carville, Louisiana 


sell everything.If don’t 


BATON ROUGE 


Established 1910 Member have stock will get it! 
PAYS SHOP SUPERIOR FLOWERS AND SERVICE 
WEILL’S 
YEARS 
ROSELAND FLORIST 
3824 Scenic Hwy. 1744 Main. 1300 Blvd. Phone 2-4414 447 Main St. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Baton Roug,e Louisiana 
THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National 
Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 


The purpose this publication to:. 


Promote educated public opinion Disease. 
Furnish therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


Subscription $1.00 per year. 
Please send THE STAR to: 
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